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Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills
St. Andrew's House

Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

Dear Mr Swinney

| have pleasure in submitting this, the sixth Annual Report of the School Closure Review Panels, to the
Scottish Ministers.
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Mr lain Nisbet
Convener

School Closure Review Panels
PO Box 24071 Edinburgh EH31FB
tel 0131 225 8133 email admin@scrp.scot web www.scrp.scot

The office of the Convener of the School Closure Review Panels and the School Closure Review Panels were established by virtue of section 17A of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.
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Foreword

by the Convener of the School Closure Review Panels

| am pleased to present my sixth annual report as Convener of the School
Closure Review Panels. This year has seen the Panel resume its review of Perth
and Kinross Council’s decision to close Abernyte Primary School. The Panel had
previously convened to consider the decision on 23 July 2019 and reconvened
following the dismissal of the petition for judicial review of the Scottish
Minister’s decision to issue a call-in notice. The Panel refused consent to Perth
and Kinross Council’s proposal in respect of the closure of Abernyte Primary
School.

Ongoing training for persons eligible to serve on Panels has continued. The
annual training day took place in November this year with persons eligible to
serve on Panels joining remotely. The varied programme included input from
Scott Blair, advocate, and the Scottish Government’s School Organisation Team.
Persons eligible to serve on Panels also had the opportunity to hear from their
colleagues who served on the Panel this year.

The training was well attended, and participation never less than enthusiastic. |
am extremely fortunate to have such a dedicated and experienced persons
eligible to serve on Panels who remain engaged and committed to the process
of review.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to thank the persons eligible to
serve on Panels for their continued commitment and the staff of the Scottish
Arbitration Centre, who provide invaluable administrative support to both the
Panels and myself. Their patience, hard work and support during this last year
has been greatly appreciated, as ever, but especially so given the difficult
circumstances in which that support was provided this year.

lain Nisbet

Convener
February 2021
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PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO SERVE
ON PANELS

Dr. Charles S. Russell Justin
Bestwick » Ellerby Willey

Forbes : Lesley
Mitchell Za Ward
Gl W (Stepped down
December 2020)

Catriona o Sally Robin

Waddington / Wainwright Johnston
4 y (Stepped down
December 2020)

Administrative Support Services

he Scottish Arbitration Centre (the Centre) provides administrative support to the Convener and the Panels, including
coordination of training for the persons eligible to serve on Panels. The Centre is a not for profit company providing

inistrative service to the Convener and Panels, and is not involved with the decision making of the Panels.

bout the staffing structure of the Centre, see http://www.scottisharbitrationcentre.org/?page_id=1668.




THE YEAR 2020




FINANCE

Background
The Scottish Arbitration Centre provides administrative services to the Convener
and Panels and has done since the establishment of the two bodies.

Expenditure 2020
Payment for service and other expenses by Scottish Government.

The actual expenditure for the period from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020
was £69,617. This is a decrease of £9,600 on the expenditure for 2019.

Expenditure breakdown 2020

Administrative, business, financial and payroll services,

including staff costs and office overheads




CALL-INS

THERE WERE NO NEW CALL-INS OF SCHOOL CLOSURE DECISIONS IN 2020. ON 29 MAY 2020 THE
CONVENED PANEL RESUMED THEIR REVIEW OF THE CALL-IN OF THE DECISION TAKEN BY PERTH
AND KINROSS COUNCIL’S DECISION TO CLOSE ABERNYTE PRIMARY SCHOOL.
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